
THE HOMEBUILDER'S

Corner

THE FEATURE on the EAA Design Contest appearing in the February, 1963 issue
of Popular Mechanics offers food for thought. For those readers who were not

familiar with the Design Contest, it was a competition for which awards totaling five
thousand dollars were to be given for aircraft best meeting the design requirements.
This award money was contributed by EAA members in the hope that this money
would act as an incentive to encourage free thinkers into developing a "keep at home"
airplane.

Though there were pros and cons on the merits of each aircraft which was either
entered or placed, there was, however, one very noticeable aspect brought to light as
a result of this EAA effort. This is evidenced by the great influx of mail, phone calls
and personal visits by individuals who either have flown in the past, or are currently
flying, or who have just become very intrigued with the idea of having a "keep at
home" airplane.

It is very apparent, after listening to the opinions of these people or reading
their letters, that aircraft development for the person of average means is in its in-
fancy, and that present day aircraft development is either presented as an expensive
mode of transportation or as a status symbol for the higher income brackets. It is
also apparent that many of us who are connected with aviation have preconceived
ideas as to the kind of airplane this person called "average" should have. And, that
any aircraft built last year is outdated, and to build one just like it would be a step
backward. If this is true, then these individuals will never be in a position to enjoy
the wonders of flight, as aviation will always be just beyond their reach.

Many have said that Peter Bowers' all-wood "Fly Baby" was a big step backward,
and its vintage is that of the early thirties. All-wood construction is a thing of th?
past! And folding wings? Why, that's not new! Many of us in aviation may agree with
this thinking, and our own daily familiarity with the subject may have clouded our
vision. Since the commercial development of the airplan; has, for all practical pur-
poses, possibly run its course, then probably the best way to go about it would be to
start all over again. A return to simple design and construction methods may well be
the path which will attract the most followers.

What matters is the materials used in building an airplane, as long as they are of
proven quality and strength. Wood can be a delightful material to work with, and
very f;w individuals have not had some experience working with wood in one type
of project or another. Most were made familiar with this material back during their
school days in the manual training classes, and whether or not they have since built
a bookcase, a toybox or a garage, woodworking is something they can understand, and
the plans will unfold more clearly for them. These same individuals are somewhat
dubious about tackling a steel tubing structure, for no reason other than the fact that
they just are not familiar with steel tubing and the methods of working it, and not
least of all, have probably never in their life had any kind of flame torch in their
hands.

To the individual writing to Headquarters or to the Design Contest entry as a re-
sult of the publicity over the "Keep at home" folding-wing airplane, here is a group
of airplanes that has stirred his imagination, one of which "could be mine, one that
I can keep at home, or with wings folded, at least store inside at an airport at a fee
that is within the family budget." It is obvious that the person wanting to fly, wants
to enjoy the pleasure of flight as a sport or hobby, much the same as he would boat-
ing or other interests. He is apparently willing to budget part of the family income
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This Month's Contributors

WEST COAST EAA DINNER
MEETING, Los Angeles, Calif.

DODGER FLYING CLUB,
Fort Dodge, Iowa . . . . . . . .

FREDERICK B. PAYNE,
Hapeville, Go. . . . . . . . . . . .

EAA CHAPTER 1 18,
Poinesville, Ohio . . . . . . . . .

FOUR FLAGS FLYING CLUB,
Niles, Mich. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

CLARENCE CHAMBERLIN,
Sheiton, Conn. . . . . . . . . . . .

JAMES LALLAK,
Chicago, III. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

THOMAi C. GRIER, JR.,
Meridian, Miss. . . . . . . . . . .

JAMcS DAVENPORT,
College Park, Ga. . . . . . . . .

GENERAL M. P. BILGEWATER,
Tarpon Springs, Fla. . . . . . .

PAUL H. POBERfcZNY,
Hales Corners, Wis. . . . . . . .

JACOB W. PRISER,
Baltimore, Md. . . . . . . . . . . .

CLAYSON L. PEOPLES,
Brunswick, Mich. . . . . . . . .

NOtL J. BECAR,
San Matco, Calif. . . . . . . . .

F. A. STEGNER,
Marietta, Ohio . . . . . . . . . .

ARTHUR W. J. G. ORD-HUME,
Isle of Wight, England . . . .

ROBERT M. THURSTON,
Red Deer, Alberta, Canada.

R. E. JOHNSON,
Boulder, Colo. . . . . . . . . . . .

JIM CLARK,
Seattle, Wash. . . . . . . . . . . .

PETER VON RAITS,
Woodbury, L.I., N.Y. . . . . . .

JOHN W. STAEFFLER,
Wilmington, Dela. . . . . . . . .

JOSEPH CANTATORE,
White Plains, N.Y. . . . . . . . .

CHARLES G. BRAY,
Torrance, Calif. . . . . . . . . . .

FRED KOM LOSY,
Chebeoque Island, Me. . . . .

RAY M. BRUTON,
Central Point, Oreg. . . . . . .

KINCHELOE FLYING CLUB,
Kmcheloe AFB, Mich. . . . . .

J. R. SCHROEDER,
River Forest, III. . . . . . . . . . .

J. A. MacPHERSON,
Foirlight, Sask., Canada . . .

BARRY A. REGAN, Avolon,
Catalma Island, Calif. . . .

ROBERT H. DYSLIN,
Morton Grove, III. . . . . . . . .

LOYD V. HILL,
Solino, Kans. . . . . . . . . . . . .

ALEX D. ENGLE,
Alice, Texas . . . . . . . . . . . .

GEORGE GRUENBERGER,
Cedarburg, Wis. . . . . . . . . .

DAVE McCONEGHEY,
Newton, Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . .

ROBERT G. JENKINS,
Stone Mountain Ga. . . . .

EBERT BORDEN,
Hartsville, Pa. . . . . . . . . . . .

JOSEPH BENICH,
Warren, Mich . . . . . . . .

WILLIAM TAYLOR, JR.,
Thibodaux, La. . . . . . . . . . .

ROBERT W. HOFFMAN.
Woyland Mich. . . . .

JOHN GRZESIK,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada . .

T. R. SLOUGH,
Storkville, Miss. . . . . . . . . . .

RAY FISET,
Chompigny, Quebec, Canada

J. P. A. FOURNIER,
Clinton, Ontario, Canada
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Your Contributions Are The
Tools of Aviation Education

Homebuilder's Corner . . .
(Continued form page 2)

toward this purpose. However, there
has been no product available to him
with any amount of utility that would
cause him to consider owning or fly-
ing his own aircraft. And, I am told
that the boating industry did not
flourish until the boat, automobile
and trailer were combined. Certain-
ly, all three of these items individu-
ally are not new ideas, and they are
all still made from the same basic
materials year in and year out.

Perhaps the individual has to edu-
cate himself to the differences be-
tween practical utility and limited
sport usefulness. It's easy to sell the
wife and family on a runabout for
tearing around the lake on a summer
day, but try to sell it as a means of
transportation and you've had it. Yet,
no one thinks anything about storing
it for the whole winter just for the
few days of pleasure it gives in the
summer. But, the sport airplane has
the pleasure of the one and the util i-
ty of the other, and if the right type
is built, can be used year around.
Once that is understood, the airplane
will justifiably dispossess that boat
from the precious space it takes up
in the garage.

Maybe the "Fly Baby" and the
other Design Contest airplanes do
not have the lines of a swan, but one
thing for sure, they have attracted
a considerable amount of interest
from a hitherto untapped market,
and should Mr. William Piper, Sr. of
Piper Aircraft Co. some day see his
idea of a nationwide network of sin-
gle strip airports carried out, then
maybe the lightplane will amount to
something after all. £

LETTERS . . .
(Continued from page 3)
with the highest interest all of his back is-
sues of SPORT AVIATION, attended two
chapter meetings and have become hopeless-
ly addicted to your movement.

I have been flying since 1944 and have
always wanted to embark on a "Do It Your-
self" program. The need for your organiza-
tion is felt more now than ever before. The
inspiration of youth, the promotion of avia-
tion in en area of definite need, the preserva-
tion of aviation trades and techniques, are
several of many reasons why I am both proud
and feel privileged to join your progressive
group.

Sincerely yours.
Robert L. Henkiel
214 Ridgefield Rd.
Endicott, N.Y.

Dear Sirs:
I would like to take this opportunity to

thank you for adding our of f ice to your mail-
ing list.

We find your publication interesting, re-
vealing and educational.

Best wishes for continued success in the
rafe and effective growth of SPORT AVIA-
TION activities.

Sincerely,
L. R. Tollman
For R. G. Guerard
Supervising Inspector
Federal Aviation Agency
Third & Walnut Sts.
Harnsburg, Pa.

BILL ADAMS AIRSHOW
Featuring Bill Adams and his specially
designed Stearmon Biplane. Also featured
will DC the Flying Vandermarks — a hus-
band and wife team doing parachute
lumping and female wing riding. Many
other acts.

If you want a low budget airshow to
assist in local aviation promotion or fund
raising efforts, write to

BILL ADAMS AIRSHOWS
N54 W 21505 Logon Drive

Menomonee Falls, Wis.
Phone 414-246 6052

Evenings phone 414 SU 2-4884

CERTIFIED AIRCRAFT QUALITY SPRUCE
SPARS complete wing, center section and
aileron spars for:
Miniplane ................... $53.00
Starduster ................... 53.50
Tailwind .................... 35.00
Cougar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.00
Baby Ace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55.50
Little Toot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79.50
Mong Sport ................. 49.75
EAA Biplane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74.50
Stits Playboy (single-place SA3A) 40.50
Stits Playboy (two-place SA3B). . 55.00
Stits Skycoupe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59.75
Stits Flut-R-Bug . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.50

Prices include spars milled to the net
measurements No beveling or tapering.
Send measurements for estimates on other
sprue spars. Cap strip—all sizes.

AIRCRAFT SPRUCE
Box 521

ENCINO, CALIFORNIA

SELECTED LIGHTPLANE MATERIAL
LIMITED QUANTITY

Springer VHP Transceiver—4-XTALS, Ca-
ble, Manual antenna. For dry battery
operation—no batteries—Used $ 70.00

Sensenich Wood Propellers—63AB42 for
65 hp Lycoming or Corvair—New $60.00

Propeller Shaft Extension for flanged
shaft 65-100 hp, 4 cylinder Conti-
nentals—New . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$49.50

Propeller Shaft Extension for 65 hp
Lycoming—New . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$49.50

Hot-Rod Heads for 65 hp Lycoming. Makes
Lycoming ponies perform like horses.
Complete with valves and springs—
Per set—New . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$200.00

65 Lycoming Crank Shafts—New . .$50.00
Fresh Grind—.01 under . . . . . . .$40.00

65 Lycoming Oil Sumps (with cooling
fins)—New . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10.00

Used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5.00
500-5 Goodyear Nose Wheels—

Bonanza, Mentor, Cessna—
New . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$20.00 eo.

JOHN W. THORP
354 E Cypress Burbonk, Calif.

STITS PROPELLER SPINNER
F.A.A.

APPROVED
Designed for
installation on
light aircraft
using f i x e d
pitch props on
horizontal op-
posed engines
up to 170 HP.
Aeronca, Bel-
lanca, Cessna,

Champion, Commonwealth, Culver, Er-
coupe. Funk, Swift, Interstate, Lus-
combe, Mooney, P i p e r , Porterfield,
Stinson, Taylorcraft, Trojan, etc. Aero-
dynamic contour increases prop hub
efficiency, proven in thousands of
hours service to decrease oil & cyl.
head temp. Size 8" diam. x 1I'/i" long.
Installation kit includes all parts &
completed detailed, illustrated mount-
ing instructions. Each Prepaid. .$25.00

ORDER TODAY & DRESS UP
YOUR AIRPLANE

Dealer Inquiries Invited

STITS AIRCRAFT
P. O. BOX 3084-E
RIVERSIDE, CALIF.
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